LfcTTEfc FROM COURT

apply to pay In the whole or any part thereof into our cash at Fort William,
you axe to receive the same and give bills of exchange upon us for the amount.

137.    Since writing the beforegoing we find that advices have been received
at the French Court from Pondicherry giving an account of Mr. Lally's taking
Fort St. David on die second of June last, that there had been two engagements
between the British and French fleets off that coast and by what can be
collected  from  the  said  accounts   they   turned  out  in  our   favor   and it
appears further that Fort St. George was safe in the beginning of September.
Although we have received no accounts of these events either from thence or
any other of our settlements, the French mention so many circumstances as
to leave very little doubt of the truth of them in general.   It seems to us that
our fleet remains master of the sea and as we have good reason to hope that
the Grafton and Sunderland men-of-war with  the several ships under their
convoy, together with the Pitt and the whole of Colonel Draper's battallion,
reached Madras in September, that they will be able to stand their ground.
All that we can now say is that we must depend upon your prudence and
endeavours to conduct our affairs in such a manner as shall appear most for
the interest of the Company according to the various exigences and circum-
stances which may occur in the present critical and dangerous situation and
in concurring and joining with our other Presidencies for mutually assisting
each other from time to time according to the best of your abilities.

138.    We do hereby order and direct that Mr, William Ellis be one of the
Council at Fort William, and he is accordingly upon his arrival to take his
seat therein next below Mr. R* Court.

We are,
Your loving friends,

H. Savage / G. Dudley/G. Steevcns / G, JRookc/Lu SuIivan/T. Rons / C.
Burrow/H. Plant/J. Manship/F. Pigou/T Tullie / H. Hadlcy/H. C
Boulton / T. Phips / C. Cutts / J. Dorrien / J. Raymond / J. Harrison,

London, 23rd March 1759.

IS
LETTER DATED 23 MARCH 1759
Despatch of reinforcements*
OUR President and Council at Fort William in Bengal
1. You were informed by our last letter of the 23rd January last which
went by title way of Fort St, George that His Majesty had been graciously
pleased to grant a battalUon of his forces to proceed to the East Indies under
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Eyre Coote, three companys whereof
went on the Coast and China ships, which were to be immediately forwarded
to you by the first conveyances the President and Council of Fort St* George